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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The World Wide Web Loses 1200 University Users

Hofstra University Communication Students and Faculty Pledge to Go Offline for a Week

March 23, 2011 (Hempstead, NY)—According to the Pew Research Center, 95 percent of 18-29 year-old 
Americans utilize the Internet. The population that relies on it most-college students- are about to do the 
unthinkable- sign off.  Hofstra University School of Communication students will go a week without the Web.

The initiative, Week Without the Web, attempts to raise awareness about the positive and negative roles 
the Internet plays in students’ lives. Participants will go one week without the Web starting, Monday, April 4  
through Friday, April 8. 

“We hope to use this week to learn more about how we communicate and how we can use the Web, and 
other resources, in our professional and personal lives,” said Dr. Evan Cornog, dean of the School of 
Communication. “My hope is that by giving up the Web for five days this April, we will all come to have a more 
profound sense of its place in our lives.”

Students and faculty have the opportunity to attend several events throughout the week,  to keep their minds 
on both the Web itself and on ways of working and socializing independent of it. “We have been working 
closely with Dean Cornog, School of Communication faculty and student organizations to put together a week 
that’s both engaging and entertaining for everyone,” said Week Without the Web Student Co-Director, Briana 
DeLuca.

Events and activities during the week range from keynote speaker, Michael Hawley of Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology’s Media Lab, to posting messages for friends on a physical “Facebook” wall. Films selected by 
faculty members will be screened during evenings throughout the week, including the Oscar-nominated movie, 
The Social Network. One lucky student will be able to win the actual screenplay from The Social Network. 
Students can also look forward to performances and student-run activities during their time spent off of the 
Internet. 

About Hofstra University Hofstra University is a dynamic private institution where students can choose 
from about 150 undergraduate and more than 160 graduate programs in liberal arts and sciences, business; 
engineering; communication; education, health and human services; and honors studies, as well as a School 
of Law and the Hofstra-North Shore-LIJ School of Medicine. 
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